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| Tulfe, Mayor. 


Martis 4. die Funii, 1684. Anno- | 
que Regni Regis Caroli Secundi, |, 


Angliz, &c. xxxvi. 


His Court doth deſire the Reve- 
rend Dr. Sprat, Dean of Weſt- 
minſter, to Print his Sermon preached _ 
at Bow-Church.on the 29th of May laſt, | 
before the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, 
and Citizens of this City. , 
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| | ' And the CiT1zENs of the 

* [CITY ef LONDON, 
| On MAT the 29th. 168 4. | 

Being the Anniverſary-day 'of His Majeſty's 


| Birth, and happy Return to his Kingdoms. 
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SERMON 


Preached before the 


Lord Mayor, 


May the 29th. 168 4 


PSALM 130. 4. 


T here is mercy with thee : therefore ſhalt 


thou be feared. 
| So our Old Tranflation. 


T here is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou 


mayſt be feared. 
So King James's Bible. 


Y comparing this twofold reading of 
theſe words, we find, the bleſſings of 
God declared in my Text, were very 

. like the double benefit, our Countrey recet 
B 


B 


ved 
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ved from Heaven on this day: both ways 
extraordinary, and moſt auſpicious : whe- 
ther we conſider it, as a mercy, in the King's 
Birth; or as a forgiveneſs, in his glorious 

return. | 
And, to make this Scripture yet more ap- 
plicable to our preſent purpoſe, the inſpired 
Penman of this Pſalm appears 1n the begin- 
' ning of 1, to have been in the ſame deplo- 
. rablcxſtate, theſe Nations were in for many 
years before the ſecond of theſe two moſt 
happy days. | 
Ver. 1. Out of the depths he had cried to the Lord. 
Depths, no doubt of the greateſt Temporal 
afflictions, and Spiritual defertions. Then 
verſ. 2. he cried, Lord hear my woice : Let thine ears 
be attentive to the voice of my ſupplications. 
Then, with a deep ſenſe of ſhame, and re- 
morſe for what was paſt, he acknowlede'd, 
verſ. 3. If thou Lord ſhouldſt mark iniquities, 0 Lord, 
who ſhail ſtand ? So devoutly he cricd, fo 
paſſionately bewail'd his former rebellions a- 
gainſt Heaven, never ceafing to 1implore par- 
don for them, till he.had found by comfor- 
verſ. 4 table experience, that there is mercy, and for- 

giveneſs with God: 
A perfe& image this of theſe three King- 
doms calamities, I may fay, of our guilr, 
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the Lord Mayor, May 29th. &c. 
before this» bleſſed day of Reſtoration ; and 


of our deliverance from the calamities, our 


, indempnity from: the guilt, by means of 


this day. 

Out of our depths alſo we had cricd to the 
Lord. Depths, it ever any were, of miſe- 
ries, and diſtractions in Church and State. 
We then either did, or ſhould have con- 
fels'd, that 1t God, or the King had mark'd ini- 
quities againſt God, or the King, few, or 
none could have flood. When, by an ado- 
rable Providence, the remaining Loyal part 
of the Nation, who had long cried to the 


* Lord for this day, found inexpreſſible mercy 


upon it: nay the very diſloyal part, who 
had cried to the Lord too, but againſt it, even 
they enjoyed an unparalleF'd forgiveneſs by 
it. 

Thus far the Pſalmiſt's caſe, and ours were 


. alike; in our diſtrefles; in our recoveries. 


"Twere well for us, if the reſemblance be- 


tween him, and us, would hold out fo to - 


the end. For after he had been thus op- 
preſs'd on Earth, and relieved from Heaven, 
how did he behave himſelf 2 He never for- 
got, ſtrove never to forfeit, preſently made 
the beſt uſe of all this mercy, and torgivc- 


neſs : declared not: onely what was after- 
B 2 wards 


3 


A Sermon Preached before 


terwards faid of Mary Magdalen, that he /o- 
ved much, but that he fear d much, becauſe 
much had bcen forgiven him. 

And thenceforth accordingly reſolves, that 
by waiting for the Lord, with a fledfaſt hope in 
his word : by waiting for the Lord, more than they 
that watch for the morning ; he will lay hold 
on the plenteous redemption, that tis with him ; 
who is not onely able to redcem, but ſha// 
redeem Iſrael from all his iniquities : as, with 
2 full aſſurance of faith , he concludes the 
Pſalm. 

It would be, I doubt, but a very melan- 


choly inquiry, an employment fitter for a * 


a day of Humiliation, than for ſo great a 
Feſtival : Should we go ſtrictly to cxa- 
mine, whether we, the people of theſe Na- 
tions, have made the Pſalmiſt's praQtice our 
Example ? Sure I am, it was, and 1s ſtill 
our bounden duty ſo to doe: A duty in- 
cumbent on us all the days of our lives : 
eſpecially on theſe days of our ſolemn 


Thankſgrvings. 


Then, my dear Brethren, we rejoice the 
beſt way for mercy, and forgiveneſs received 
from God, and God's Repreſentatrye the 
King ; when we embrace the forgiveneſs fo, 


as to take more care of not offending in - 
| tke 
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Ike kind for the future :: when we remcm- 
ber the mercies ſo, as not to ſurfcit our ſelves 
with the fruits of them ; ſo, as not onely co 
applaud the Divine Authour of them with 
empty words, and praiſes: but when wc 
make our joy ſolid, and laſting ; when we 
mingle it not with levity, or vanity, too inci- 
dnt to thoſe that are over-joy'd, but with 
the checrtull gravity, the cafic ſeyerity of a 
Chriſtian life : And ſo we doe, when we 
temper our joy with fear, a truc fear of 
God. 

The: words of my Text have a plain 
meaning ,. but a doubttull expreſſion, both 
in our own, and un the learned Langua- 

cs, 

, There is mercy, or forgiveneſs, with thee, *& ** 
or in thee, from thee, round about thee : 
in his. incomprehenſible eſffence : in all-the 


 Attributcs.of: his Divinity : in his very wrath 


there 15.4 long-ſuffering : in his very revenge 
there is. a forbearing mercy. Sq. cllential 1s. 
mercy to him ; ſo widely ſpreading from 
him ; ſo, upon all accounts, 'wirh him, not 
onely that. he may be admured, or worſhip'd, 
much leſs that He may be neglected, or pre- 
ſumed: upon,. but that thou mayſt be. feared. 


There 
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www i There is mercy with thee, becauſe of thy 


E # 


giveneſſes, abundant in goodneſs, as in truth , 
in both inſtmte. 

id recs There is mercy with, thee, becauſe of thy 

#-5%. Law: So another reading of the words 
And it 1s well for us ſinfull creatures, that 
there is ſo: that God has a Mercy, as well as 
a Law ; that he has forgiveneſs, becauſe of 
that Law : that the ſweetneſs of his mercy 
is anſwcerable to the exactneſs of his Law : 
that the tenderneſs of his forgiveneſs far ex- 
cceds all our obſtinate breach of his Law, 
elſe no fleſh living could be juſtified in his 
ſteht. 

But both our Tranſlations render it nearcr 
the Original : That thou mayſt be fear d;, fo 
the New: therefore ſhalt thou be fear d ;, fo 
the Old Bible. The firſt fignifying the Pfal- 
muſt's unfeigned acknowledgment of his du- 
ty: the ſecond containing his firm intention, 
and vow to perform it. a IS 

So that the words thus explain'd may be 
ſumm'd up in two parts. | f 

1/:, The great foundation of this whole 
diſcourſe : the mercy, the forgiveneſs, that is 
with God. 2dly, The 


2% Name: So the Septuagint. His Nature is 


mercitull. His Name 1s agreeable to his 
Nature. He 1s a God of mercies, and for- 
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2dly, The great obligation of ſpecial de- 
pendence, and ſervice, thoſe mercies lay 
_ us, to fear the onely Donor of them 
a 


. From which general Contemplation of 
the mercies of God, and their principal de- 
ſign, it will be our next buſineſs to bring 
our thoughts nearer home, to the great 
end of this days particular mercy. Particu- 
lar! it was an Univerſal mercy. And if we 
ſhall find it to have been ſo ; that the fa- 
vour in it on God's part towards us, was 
here at leaſt as much, as there it could be 
to the Plalmiſt : then what can we doe leſs 
on our part; but to imitate his ſteady reſo- 
lution of fearing God ? And in order to 
that, continually to wait for the Lord, to hope 
for him in his own way, the way of his own 
Word, and Church : to wait for him morc 
than they that watch for the morning : 


even more than we once watch'd, and with- 


ed for the morning of this day. 


| My firſt particular is that, which the Pſal- 
muſt juſtly makes the ground of his whole 


" argument : the mercy, and forgiveneſs, that 


. The 
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The inexhauſtible Love of God to Man- 
kind, as it 1s the chief ſubje& of the writ- 
ten word of God, and the very end, for 
which it was all written; ſo it 1s that, on 
which the Holy Scripture, the New Teſta- 
ment eſpecially, and this Book of Pſalms , 
one of the moſt Goſpel-like parts of the Old 
Teſtament, does more vary its expreſſions, 
and in which the Holy Ghoſt ſeems more 
delightcd to enlarge it ſelf, than on any o- 
ther divine matter whatſoever, 

Throughout the whole Bible, we find it 
repreſented to us by many the moſt ſig- 
nificant phraſes, ſimulitudes, and amplifica- 
tions.. It 1s often here reſembled to the 
greateſt degrees of kindneſs, which we be- 
hold in the ſublunary World. Sometimes 
it is compar'd to the natural tenderneſs for 
their young , of thoſe creatures, that are 
onely guided by the motions, and inclina- 
tions of Senſe. Sometimes it 1s likened to 
the higher, and better dire&ed affections of 
Mankind : to the ſympathy, and endegr- 
ments of a friend, to the provident garc, 
and indulgence of a Father, to the foft paſſ- 
ons, and yearnings of a Mother. 

And all theſe coming infinitely ſhort, as 
needs they muſt : For how can —_— 
: al 


_ the Lord Mayor, May 29th. &, ©» 
frail mortality ſupply examples, or imagina- 
tions large, or tender enough to ſet forth 
to us : 4 heavenly compaſſions ? from 
thence the Scripture carries our thoughts 
_ into Heaven it ſelf: there gives us a view of 
the higheſt, and moſt excellent images of 

oodneſs : which are more than tongue can 
- ſignifi, or heart can conceive to be, and yet 
arc in the divine Nature; and are manifeſted 
ro us in all the diſtinet Works of the ever- 
bleſſed Trinity : the undeferv'd favours of 
a Creator, and Preſeryer, the unſpeakable 

Conſolations of a Comforter, the ſelf-deny- 
ing ſuffcrings of a Saviour ; who took on 
himſelf our fleſh, and dyed in the fleſh to 
faye us. 

Now of all this bottomleſs treaſure of 

Eloquence, by which the riches of God's 

neſs are ſet off to us in holy Writ, this 

1n my Text 1s one of the moſt affectionate 
words, and therefore it ought to be propor- 
tionably cfteEtual on our practice, Ir is not 
onely mercy, but forgiveneſs. That with God,ineeuis, | 
who 1s infinitely above us in power, was in- 
—_ offended by our fins, with him how- 
ever there 15 not onely a common fayour, or 

a daily ſupport of, or a continued bounty 
towards us ; not oncly- gentleneſs. to inferr» 
> ours, 
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ours, or liberality to- thoſe that moſt need: 
it, or beneficence to thoſe that never meri- 
ted it : but that with him there is forgiveneſs, 

ce with Enemies, reconciliation with Re- 
bids. the requital of the frecſt grace for the 
higheſt provocations: that after all his other 


* mercies of kindneſs had been ſo often abu- 


ſed by us, yet with him however lll there 
is a mercy of pity, and commiſeration: which 
as it is, in Heaven, the very Crown of all the 


bleſkd Attributes in the eternal power, and 


Godhead ; ſo, upon Earth, it is the moſt 
God:like perte&tion, of which the heart of 
man is capable. 


I will not attempt to reckon up an exact 


particular of all the divine mercies, and for- 
giveneſkes, for which we all ſtand engaged to 
the divine ben'gnity. It they could Þe ſo 
foon reckon'd up, they were not fo divine 
as they are. It they could be ſpread before 
us in one view, Would it not be a ſevere ob- 
jection, a juſt cauſe of ſorrow to the beſt 
of us, to behold ſo immenſe a Catalogue of 
our obligations? whereof the far greater 
part 1s lete wiltully uncancell'd by us, becauſe 
of our ingratxude. And alas! doe what we 
our ſclyes can, very much of it will be always 
unpay'd by reaſon of our inability. 


Of | 


i 
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. © Of God's mercy to all his creatures, of his 
forgiveneſs morcover to Mankind, may not 
the ſame be truly aftirm'd, that is of hus pre- 
ſence? wherever he 1s, he is mercifull : he 
has matter to forgive; he is willing to for- 
give; and he 1s every where. 

W hich way ſoever we turn our thoughts, 
whether we regard the preſent lite, or the fu- 
ture : whethcr we conlider our ſelves as the 
Works of his hands, as we are men ; or of 
his Grace, as we arc Chriſtians ; or, as I may 
ſay, as the works of our own 'hands, as we 
are ſinners : if we obſerve from how many 
terms of enmity, and diſtance God has freed 
us; with how many titles of nearneſs, and 
relation he has endear'd us : if we recollect, 
how abſolute our dependence 1s upon him ; 
how univerſal our receipts are from him : 
which way ſoever we look, his mercies arc 
ſo far beyond our repaying by deeds, that 
they are far above our acknowledgment by 
words ; nay beyond the very conceptions of 
our hearts. We may as well undertake to 
comprehend God himſelf, who is certainly 
incomprchenſible. For among all the mer- 
cics, he beſtows on the ſons of men, one, and 
that the chicf is, that as he forgives us our 
ſelves, ſo he gives us himſelf. | 
| C 2 Yet 
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Yet though the mercies of God are fo far 
beyond our recompencing, that, not onely 
our thanks, but we our ſelves are ſaid to be 
leſs than the leaſt of them : this does not at 
all acquit us of our duty : rather the greateſt 
bonds are laid upon us thereby. We ſce the 
Plalmiſt does not onely here preſent us with 
a pleaſant proſpect, but with a ſerious view 
of God's. mercies : he ſhews us, that we are 
therefore ty'd to ſome ſpecial, and irreyoca- 
ble obligations. 

And what to doe ? what retribution to 


make? All benefits recerv'd ſhould be an- 


ſwer'd by a greater requital, 1t poſſible, or 
by an equal, by an equal good will at leaſt. 
Now for us men to think of making a 
greater, or an equal return to Heayen were 
impiety. How indeed can we, upon our 
own ſtrength, hope to make any ? ſince all 
the return, we can make to God, is of no 
value at all of it {elf : but onely according 
to the price, which his pity, not his juſtice, 
puts upon 1t. | | 
Wherefore our moſt gracious Benefactor 
has preſcribed the proportion of our requi- 
cal, not at all according to the vaſtneſs of 
our receipts, but rather with reſpect to the 
ſcanty meaſure of our weak abilities, _ 
. tac 
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the Lord Mayor, May 29th. &c. 
that accepted by his grace, which is without 
meaſure. So that the very return of thanks 
for his mercics, which God has injoin'd us, 
is ſo manag'd by him, as to become a new 
degree of mercy to us. For the moſt pzr- 
fect return of thanks, that God — of 
us, and we can make, yet not without his 
help neither, is that which we of all things 
ought moſt to delire z and it 1s this in my 
Text, that becauſe there 1s mercy, and forgive- 
neſs with God , therefore we ſhould. fear him.; 
which is my ſecond particular. 

By fear, in this place; is not at all meant 
that, which the Philoſopher deferibes to be @ 
paſſion of the Soul, by which men that are 
weaker ſtrive to ſcape the force of the ſtron- 
ger, and to fly from all things, that have a. 
power of doing them hurt. Not that fear. 
For ſo good men may, and ought to fear 
the Devil : ſo the Devils themſelves do fear 
God, when they believe, and tremble. And 
fo may the King's irrcconcileable Enemies, 
who next to the Infernal Fiends, muſt be 
one of the vileſt parts of the Creation, ſo- 
may they always fear the puniſhment due-to 
fo horrid an 1mpenitency, 

Nor by fearing God 1s here intended any 


{ryile dread, or. abje&t awe of his uncon- 
trollabl: 
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trollable Dominion, and terrible Majeſty ; 
as he 1s the great Judge, and avenger of all 
ſin. Not that fear. For ſo the damned ſpi- 
rits in Hell do fear God : whilſt they ſufter 
the extremity of his wrath for having re- 
jected his mercy. So RY wretched 
15 the condition of all wicked men, all Re- 
bels againſt God, all that arc impenitently 
ſo; and, I know not how, Rebellion is in 
this ſenſe alſo as the fin of Witchcraft, that 
1t 1s too generally accorgpanicd with impe- 
nitency. Wherefore of ſuch men, 1t is the 

culiar curſe, whilſt they are in this world, 
gpat they ſhall fear, where no fear is. In the 
next world they ſhall fear too, but after ano- 
cher manner. There they ſhall have but too 
juſt a cauſe for fear, which they ſhall never 
be able either by ſtrength, or art to avoid, 
or by intreatics to deprecate: though God 
himſelf had often betore moſt paſſionately 
intreated them to avoid it. 

Nor, laſtly, by fearing God is here onely 
ſignified ſome blind reverence, or confuſed 
acknowledgment of his Omnipotence, as 
he is Sovercign Lord of the Univerſe. Net- 
ther this fear. 
out grace ( without real grace, I mean, not 


the counterfeit ) ſo a man that is without God 


in 


ke 


For ſo a carnal man with- 


Land ». x 


the Lord'Mayor, May 2gth.&c. 15 
in the world, may, in ſome imperfect ſenſe, 
| | fear God : may ſometimes reyere his power, 

\ may tremblc'at his thunder, may be ſome- 
what ſtartled ar his apparent judgments, and 
melted a little by his undeferved mercics: 
and yct at laſt have no ſhare in his forgive- 

" neſs, nor in the plenteous ſalvation, that is 
with him, though it be never ſo plente- 

015. . 
But theſe are all narrow, ignoble, legal 
interpretations of fearing God. The fear in 
my Text, we find does 'onely proceed from 
' | a ſenſe of God's forgiveneſs, and fo can one- 
* | ly be found, in thoſe whom he will forgive, 
' | whom he has forgiven. Wherefore the 
| phraſe is to be taken in the moſt comforta- 
| ble, and Evangelical meaning. As the fear 
of the Lord is the beginning, and the perfecti- 
on too of all wiſedom : as it is moſt uſually 
underſtood in the word of God, to com- 
! prize the principal acts of all true faith, de- 
| . votion, and holineſs ; including the whole 
compals, of all fincere, and undetiled Reli- 
| gion: ſuch a fear of God, as will teach us 
| to praiſe him openly, and worſhip him out- 
| wardly, ſo as to love him inwardly ; and fo 
| a5 both inwardly, and. outwardly ro obey 
| hum: andall thi moſt reaſonably, becauſe 
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of. the mercy, and forgiveneſs that is with © 


him. 

. Ent, I ſay, co praiſe, and adore him pub- 
lickly for his mercies. A work moſt be- 
coming the Children of men. Of all the 
creatures, are not we moſt fitted. for it, by 
reaſon of our greater mercies receiy'd? our 
greater capacitics to underſtand, and declare 
our reception of them ? And are we not 
therefore moſt obliged to 1t for the ſame 
reaſons ? 

Bur if we ſhould be, not onely fo irreli- 


tous, but ſo unmanly as to neglect it, and . 


filent : if contrary to our very nature, 
we ſhould look downward, and not rather 
upward, to the day ſpring from on high, 
that has viſited. us, yet (till God has not left 
himſelf without witneſs : even all the other 
works of his hands, all ranks of Beings, all 
orders of the Creation, would proclaim the 
Providence, and make out the goodneſs of 
their Creatour. 

Thus much do all the inferiour Creatures. 
And how infimtely 1s their account of mer- 
cics receiv'd ſhort of ours? So ſhort, that the 

reateſt part of the Creation was not made 
o much to enjoy the mercics of God, and 


to be ſenſible of that enjoyment, as: to be: 
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mercics to us. What heinous forgettfulneſs, 
and {in would it then be in us, when even : 
the inanimate, and irrational beings, that 
were made for our ſakes, ſhall all contri- 
bute to the praiſe of their Maker's boun- 
ty : if we alone ſhall be inſenfible of his 
bounty, or negligent of his praiſe ; we, 
for whoſe ſakes they were made, and for 
whoſe ſervice they were ordained by 
him |! 

Wherefore the praiſing God for his mer- 
cy, for his forgiveneſs, 1s the peculiar duty 
of Mankind : As forgiveneſs 1s the proper 
act of his mercy to us. All other kinds of 
creatures never did partake of it. All be- 
low Mankind are not the proper object of 
it. All above us, as the Avec, when they 
offended, could never obtain it. With his 
praiſes then our hearts ſhould be always full, 
our _—_— often ſounding. 

But that 1s not all. The trueſt way of 


praiſing God 1s not onely perform'd by a 


bare praiſing hum. Ir 1s indeed a pleaſant 
thing to tell, how good, and gracious the 
Lord is. . Yet it 1s not onely merely pleaſant 
to tell. There 15 much work, and -real -la: 
bour, and diligent ſervice, that muſt enſue. 


| Though 'cis true that work it ſelf; if rightly 
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perform'd, will be alſo-pleafant- in the 'end,, 
and that ſervice a perfect freedom. | 
; - However there is firſt much work requi-. 
red on our parts. Though the. goodneſs 
of God is ſweet in its Contemplation, yet it 
cannot be ſo to any purpoſe to us, except-it 
produce in us anſwerable cftects. Elſe the 
fruitleſs Contemplation of it were moſt un- 
comfortable. For it would the more accuſe 
us of neglefing ſo great a ſalvation. 

- Wherefore moſt properly ſpeaks my Text, 
There is mercy with thee, that thou mayſt be 
feard. Mercy with God that he may be 
fear d! why not rather that he may be lo- 
ved? yes, that without all queſtion. The 
mercies of God towards us, as they onely 
flow from his Love, ſo they ought to pro- 
duce Loye in us: yet not onely Love, but 
Fear : ſuch a fear, as can never be divided 
from love ; ſuch a love, as 1s always join'd 
with a dread of offending, a jealoutie of dif- 
pleafing the perſon beloved ; and ſuch is a 
__ Goſpel-loye ; ſuch 1s a true filial fear of 


What I have ſaid on the general part of 


my mcthod propoſed, the mercy, and for- 
giveneſs, that 1s with God, and the principal - 
"7 reaſon 


” 
_ OOO OA OOO re oe 


the Lord Mayor, May 298b. 8&c. +19 
reaſon, why it is with him ; this, I have pre- 
muiſcd, as bricfly as I could, in ſo weighty 
and copious an argument, as a neceſlary in- 
troduction, for th' applying my text to our 
ſelves, and to thus glorious day of mercy, and 
forgiveneſs. 
A day, of which, amongſt its many o- 

ther felicities, this 1s none of the leaſt, thar, 
do what we our ſelyes could, not to deſerve 
any more of theſe days; do what our wort 
adverſaries could, that we ſhould have no 
more of them : yet neither our fins, nor 
their malice haye prevail'd. But we are ſtill 
mer in the houſe of God; in a Congrega- 
tion of true, and dutifull Sons of the Church | 
of England ; in the midſt of this, His Maje- 
ſty's - cc beſt-beloved, now I am ſure, I 
| may fay, moſt deſervedly beloved City : 
| here we are met once again to ſfolemnize | 
| this day ; and to doe it, as joyfully as we | 
did at firſt ; nay more, 1f poſſible: Since 
| now by the late defeat of the new Conſpi- 
 . racies of His Majeſty's old, and new Ene- 

mies; though it 1s prodigious he ſhould have 

any new ones ; however now by the bleſſed 


| proſpect of Peace maintain'd, and Juſtice 
reſtored, and Rebellion once more deſtroy'd 
|- | by is own arts; now by the renew'd aftec- 
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tions, and united acclamations of all good 


'men from all quarters of the Land ; by 
the *Joint conſent of Heaven, and Farth : 


by the voice of God, and of the People; 


which we haye been told 1s the voice of 
God: The yoice not of the unruly tumulr, 
and giddy populace, bur of the good, loyal, 
and SL ediriivent People, that 1s as the 
voice of God : and by all theſe methinks 
I am incouraged to call this day a new re- 
ſurrection, as it were, of that great Nine 
and twentieth of May, and' this year the 
very Reſtoration of the King's Reſtora- 
tion. 

So perpetually freſh, and triumphant 
ought to be, and I may venture to preſage, 
will be 1n all ages to come, the precious 
memory of this day : whereof it may bz 
juſtly affirm'd, that except the general re- 
demption of all Nations, on a day of all o- 
thers the moſt memorable ; that day, which 
was the fountain of all the good things we 
obtain'd on this, or any other day: but ex- 
cept that, on this day we had heap'd on 
as the grcatcſt bleſſings, that pcrhaps ever 
any Nation under Heayen recely'd trom 1t 
on any one day. 

' To God alone be the glory of all. For 
what, 
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? what, I beſeech you, can be faid leſs of a 


day, whoſe mercy was ſo diffuſive, that it 
extended to its Encmes, as well as Friends? 
Laid good and ſure foundations, if they, 
and we, had but built upon them, to make 
us; and them, and all that come after us 
happy, in all our great intereſts, whether 
temporal, or ſpiritual. 

To you the ancicnt Friends,” and well- 
wiſhers of this day, the old Loyal party I 
mean, for I doubt not but to many ſuch 1 
ſpeak z you eſpecially who endured the loſs 
of your Countrey, in hope of returning on 
this day ; you who ſo many ycars preferr'd 
an honourable Exite, before the injoging ſuch 
a Countrey 'without the King ; To you, I 
will not ſay, this was a day of mercy, onely. 
becauſe you were reſtor'd: to your eſtates, 
and policflions by x. Thoſe you had ſuffi- 
ciently ſhewn, you never efteem'd as your 
chicf goods : and therefore I will not rec- 
kon them as the principal blefſings, you 
rcapt on this day: But to you: this was a 
mercy worthy of your perſeverance in ſuch 
a caufe, to behold the King, and with the 
King, his, and your beloved Church of En- 


gland reſtor'd. The Church, which was - 
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the while your conſtant companion, your 
chief delight, and ſometimes almoſt your | | 
onely comforter. This Church you beheld, | 
on this day, decently re-eſtabliſh'd in its own * 
Temples, whoſe Tabernacle you had ſo 
long followed in the Wilderneſs. ; 
Thus was it to you a mercy. How much 
more was it ſo to thoſe of us, who, by an | 
unhappy fatc, were either born or bred up *' 
in thoſe miſerable times ; who had not the * 
honour of ſuch a Bamiſhment abroad, but * 
had the neceſſity of an inglorious Confine- 
ment home ; how much, on all accounts 
to us, was this a day of mercy ! 

A day, which in exchange of an unlaw- 
full yoke of Tyranny, and the worſt of Ty- 
rannics, 1umpoſed on us by our fellow Sub- 
jets: return'd to us the cafic, and bleſſed 
Government of our Lawtull Prince. A day, 
that ſecur'd to us a laſting, ſafe, and inno- 
cent peace, not a falſe, or ſlayiſh peace, like 
that we had before, worſe than the very 
ſtate of War. A day, which gave us to 
know, what a true liberty of Conſcience is 
inſtead of a Licentiouſnels. A day, which 
reſtor'd our King to his Rights, and Prero- 
gatiyes, our Countrey to its Privileges and 
| Laws; 
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Laws z' forthe falſe ſhews of which things it 

had ſorbitterly; ſuffer'd: 7 
Bur what nced I prove that to you,. and 


| to us this was a day of mercy ? when it was 


mercy, and forgiveneſs to. its implacable 
Encnues. 

To: ſome. of. them it was the firft inno- 
cent day of their whole lives. O ! had it 
not been the laſt... To them it was a for- 
givencls on Earth of all their paſt crimes: 
and might have been ſo- in Heaven too, if 


| once they would but have learn't to be leſs 
familiar with God, and more to fear him. 


However to them it was a mercy, that it 


made them for a time quiet, and harmleſs, 


whether they would or no : that without 
their own perſonal ruine,. it ruin'd their 


uſurped Powers, which had render'd them. 


ſo guilty towards God, ſo tactious amongſt 
themſelyes, fo hatcd of all good men, and 
at laſt of all mankind. 

But this one day moſt ſeaſonably took 
from them. the opportunitics of deſtroying 
themſelycs, as well as us, by the number- 
teſs confuſions, and phrenſies of Enthuſia- 
ſtick zeal. This day gently deprived them of 


thoſe wxetched arms,, by  whigh they had-- 
Wi been. 
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been fo long ſucceſsfull againſt truth, and. 
the true Religion ; which to be is really the-! 


q . . R 


orcateſt of muſeries. | 
Wherefore to the whole Engliſh Name; 
and Nation was this a day of mercy. 
By this day. our age | has been inrich'd 
with alf the bleſſings of the right hand, 
and of the left. By this we were taught 
Precepts, and: Examples ſufficient to tranſ- 
mit thoſe bleſſings entire to all poſteriry. 
By this the true cauſe of God, and of the 
Kingdom was for ever vindicated by di- * 
vine Providence, againſt the falſe cauſe. © 
By this divine Providence it ſelf was yin- 
dicated: clear'd from the twenty years miſ- 
chiefs, and defolations, which their deluded 
Authours were wont moſt arrogantly to im- 
pute to the ſpecial favour, and indulgence 
of divine Providence. 
- But on this day Sedition, and Rebellion 
in the State found, or ſhould have found, 
its fatal period. Now it might have learn'r, 
that alchough 1t may be, tor a time, per- 
miciouſly victorious,” yet it can never be 
quietly ſerled in peace : that although God 
may {ſometimes 1n wrath perm, | yet he ne-- 
ver in kindnefs*incqurages proſperous' witk-? 
cdncks. In 
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In a word, on this day, Schiſm and 
Sacriledge in the Church were abundane- 
ly confounded, and ſhould once for all 
have been convinc'd, that no real arm of 


: | fleſh, which fora time they had, no coun- 
4 


terfeit afliſtance of the Heavenly Spirit, 
which they pretended to, can alwayes, 
can long protect them againſt the truc 
celeſtial arms of the unity, order, «ruth , 
and charity of the Church of England, 


| the divine power of its picty , the 1n- 


! vincible ſpirit of its Loyalry. 


This therefore alſo 15 the day, which 


' the Lord has made. He made it by his 


alkwiſc counſel, by his outſtretched arm, 


: by a way indeed of all others, the moſt 


divine, by his counſel more than by his 
Arm. By the admirable conduct of a 


brave General , whoſe name ſhall cyer 
| louriſh with this day. Yet not ſo much 


- *by his undaunted valour, or conquering 


+ hand, as by hisdecp wiſdom, and peace- 
|ful arts. We admird the Heroick cou- 


F, 
kd 


; #rage of his undertaking the deſign. But 


more, we loved, webleſled the calm pru- 
dence of its management, the cafic gen- 


tlenefs of its 'execution. Scarce a ſword. 
E all 
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all the while then drawn, amidſt fo ma- 
ny armies ; yet all contending for fo 
much more than for one ſingle victory. 
Scarce a drop of blood fpilt, ni]l Juſtice 
came to draw its ſword, which too was 
ſheath'd almoſt as ſoon as drawn. So 1t | 
was fit, that a mild and peaceful Reign Þ 
ſhould be introduced only 24 the methods ? 
of muldneſs and peace. | : 
We behold , my dzar Brethren, how * 
manifold was the mercy of God to us ! 
on this day. | 
If either the time, or your patience, or 
my voice would permit, 'twould be well 


'worth our whule to conſider yct farther, 


by how many marycllous degrees of mul- 
tiplied prefervations , and uncxpected. 
protections of his Majcſties Lite , and 
Crowns, God has ever ſince taken care; 
ro guard, and defend his own gracious! 
eitt onthis day, and now after tour ahd| 
ewenty years, has dchyerd down to us 
the mercy of it ſafe, and ſecure, and even 
augmented. | l 

Amongſt many other inſtances of this * 
kind neyer to be forgotten, 1f you would | 
giye me leaye, there is one fignal, and | 
CXLTaOr- | 


extraordinary Providence, which being 
freſheſt in our memories, methinks can: 
not at this time, without injuſtice to God, 
and man, be wholly paſſed by in filence : 
I mean the moſt aſtoniſhing deliverance 
of the King, and Kingdom trom the late 
horrid Conſpiracy. 

Heaven, and Earth knows, that the 
hellih deſign was ſpread into two moſt 


| villainous enterpriſes : One, the ſubver- 


ſion of the Kings Government, by an 


| open inſurrection againſt him in his poli- 


MN 


Us : 


Id ; 
id © 
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rick capacity : The other, the Murder of 
his ſacred perſon : which two, the Rebel- 
lious principles of che late Wars taught 


- Rebels ro diſtinguiſh in order to the de- 


ſtruction of both. 
Of the Rebellion delignrd ; heats , 


- ſtirs, as ſome have pleaſed to com- 


lement it : But of that no honeſt Eng- 
1ſh man can either ſpeak or think a 
out cxtream deteſtation ; if we either re» 
flect on the plenty, and tranquillity we 
enjoy , and our Enemies would have 0+ 
verthrown; that we were and are the hap. 
wo people 1a Exrope , did we but cqual- 
y underitand, _ value our own happi- 
=. 


nels : 
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neſs: or if we ſhall recolle&, not only 


what we had loft, had the derefable Con- } 


ſpiracy ſucceeded, but alſo from whom, 
from what kind of Enemies we were de- 
liverd by its wonderful defeat. 

Were they not cither diſciples of the 
very ſame Ms, and Sects of men, 
or many of them the very ſame men, 
who had once before ruin'd us by the ſame 
popular pretences and 1ll applied names 
of things they neyer meant, of Liberty, 
Property, and Conſcience ? 

For did wenot all the while know the 
geacrality of the men themſelves, to be 
Atheiſts in Religion, ro whom nothing 


"ECO; 


was facred, who made all things pro- |. 
phane ? Monſters in morality, to whom | 


nothing was unlawful, all things com- 
mon? Republicans in opinion, to whom 
the eafielt Laws of their own Countr 

fcem'd oppreſſion, the mildeſt Monarch 

in the world tyranny ? Men whoſe blac 

deſigns required them to be clofe, and hy- 
pocritical : but their Lives proved them 
to be loofe, and debauch'd. Men either 
of deſperate fortunes, or, which is worſe, 
i plentiful fortunes, of deſperate prin- 
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ciples. Men fierce, crael , Religiouſly 


{ cruel towards others, boldly irreligious 


themſelves. Men whom Rebellion once 
roſperous had taught to be Rebcllious , 
= Rebellion often forgiven could 
never teach them either gratitude, or 
quiet. 
Such had been tne bleſſed Reformers, 
and Reſtorers of your Liberties,and Laws, 


> Priviledges, and Conſciences, by the deſ- 
| perate inſurrection intended, if God had 


not miraculouſly prevented it. 

Of the other part. of the diabolical 
Plot, the cruel Aſſaſſination of his Maje- 
Ries, and his Royal Highneſles Perfons , 


\ atthe Rye; of that I know- you cannot 


Iu Ron eb. Geo, Dun. 


but on the one ſide, with the higheſt 1n- 
dignation ; on the other, with an cxtaſic 
of joy, acknowledge, that as all the moſt 
myſterious ſubtilties, and maſterly ſtrokes 
of hells malice were joyn'd in its ſecret 
contrivance : So the wiſeſt , and moſt 
gracious arts, as I may call them, of 'the 


+ divine favour were vitibly practiced inits 


diſappointment. 

Ot the place, where this abominable 
Scene was laid,as many ef you, as know it, 
muſt 
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muſt confeſs ,- that it was a ſpot of 
ground, the fitteſt in the whole workd, 
for the attempting ſuch an execrabke parri- 
cide. A retyr'd paſſage out of the pub- - 

lick road ; caſ;e tobe defended by roſe 
within, hard to beapproach from with- | 
out. A Houſe ſolitary, and ruinous; 
a ſcatof melancholy, and horror : a fit 
Emblem of the furious intent of the | 
wretched poſleflors mind. 
There the anointed of the Lord had ' 
been taken 1n a ſnare. I could not have * 
utterd theſe words, but that now I can 
ſay, the ſnarc is broken, and we are c&- }. 
ſcapt. There however had the beſt of | 
Kings, the. breath of our noſtrils, been |} 
excluded from the afliſtance of his few * 
Guards , whom the conſciouſneſs of his : 
own 1nnocence had made few ; there, he ' 
paſſing by ſecure ; as henught well think * 
himſeſt ſecure in the ſettled peace of all * 
his other Dominions ; ſecure inthe com» ! 
pany of a valiant, and invincible Bro» | 
ther ſitting by his ſide ; ſecure in the 
eminent Loyalcy of that particular Coun | 
ty'; but aboyc alk ſecure in his own un- 
equal d' mercy to all his Enemies ; to 
whom 
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flow methodsof his common providence: 
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whom he had done as much as King, or 
man could do to make them his Friends: 
However there had theKing been on a ſud- 
den aflaulted by unſecn treacherous ſub- 
jects ,armed Villains, choſen Aſſaſſinares, 
Vetcranes in muſcheif and ſlaughter, Men 
kept alive only by his forgiveneſs : Yet 
there expoſed, defenceleſs, unarm'd, un- 
forewarn'd, had the King — I can fay 
no more, and God for cyer be: glorificd, 


our enemies can fay no more. 


For then Gcd from on hi$h interpoſed. 
God had feen the whole preparation of the 


_ villany, he faw all their cloſeſt Cabals, 


and moſt daring reſolutions. He faw 
them, and frown'd with diſdain at the 
fury of their wrath : Smiled with con- 
tempt at the folly of their malice. God 
knew, when 1t was time for him to ap- 
pear ; when a Kings reſcue would be- 
come a work worthy of Gods omnipo- 
tence. 

He knew , and he appeard, he ap- 
peard m ſuch a manner, as to make the 
glory of his immediate preſence unqueſti- 
onable, God wrought not then by the 


not 
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Not then by bare natural ſigns, or ob- 
ſcure preſages, or doubtful tokens of 
his pleaſure: but by a flaming hand lift 
up on high, by a dreadful Fire : That 
being made the pon occaſion of 
ſo great a mercy, which 1s otherwiſe e- 
ſteem'd a diſmal judgement. 

That ſurprizing Fire of New-Market on- 
ly chance, or negligence then ſeem'd ro 


have kindled. But the event ſhews, it 


came from a higher, and a bettet cauſe. 
By that wasthe good King rouz'd on a 
ſudden, driven firſt out of his own Lod- 
gings, then by the ſmoak, and aſhes of 
it purſucd out of Town ; ſo forc'd thence 
hometo Whitehall, before his appointed 
time, and his Enenues black hour pre- 
fx'd. APTs = 

Thus God conducted him hither ſafe, 
and untouchd, paſling juſt by that Same 
infamous Rye : which was then innocent, 
becauſe then unprovided ; that otherwiſe 
might have becnthe fatal womb of ſo ma- 
ny unſpeakable miſchicts. | 

But hicherto, and for ſome months 
after, you may remember, the King ſuf- 


pected nothing of his danger : imagined 
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nothing of his eſcape after he was eſcapd: 
civ.d not as yet the heavenly pro- 
tetioh that had cover'd his head, I will 
not fay in the day of battel, but of his 
ordinary travelling , which might have 
proved to him moredangerous than the 
fierceſt Battel. As yet, the wicked con- 
ſpiracy was notdiflolv'd, nor as yet were 
all their mercileſs hopes loſt : The ſame 
wretches, tho ſomewhat ſtruck with ſe 
great a diſappointment, .yet ſtil] mer, and 
combin d , {till contrived new places , 
provided new weapons, ſought out new 
opportunities to perpetrats the ſame 
deed. Still ſome of them thoughr, whac 
one of them, the accurſed Ferguſon had 
mpudence enough to fay ; that by 
this accident, the King was not ſo much 
elivered as reſerved for ſome greater 
judgment. 

When Lo! in the midſt of our pro- 
found ſecurity, one of the cheif pattakers 
in the dire Conſpiracy, being himſelf not 
ſuſpected, not invited, not tempted by 
___— , not frighted by threatnings, 

t only thoſe of his own conſcience, 
hen he. 1n mecr remorſe, and dread of 
his guale, came voluntarily in, and re+ 

| F ycal'd 
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vealed the hidden work of darkneſs 

And God ſoon ſeconded his own favou 
ſo well begun. By ſwift degrees, fo ma- 
ny new diſcoveries were made : So many 
ſenſible concurring proofs ſtrengthened 
cach other : So many undeniable demon 
ſtrations of all circumſtances confirm'd 
all : So many confeſſions of the principa 
both living and dying Plotters broke 


| forth : And they were plain confeſſions 


even when they were taught moſt. te 
prevaricate, and moſt cunningly to equi 
vocate: For of thoſe impious arts the 
Jeſuits are not now the only Maſters : But 
lomany, and fo clear evidences did on 2 
ſudden ſurround and illuſtrate the whole 
matter of fact : One particularly, whuch 
I am loath to mention, and I cannot me 
con it but with pity as well as horror 
that Iamentable ſelf Murder, I mea 
which yet was a much ſtronger proo 
than many living witneſſes could hayr 
been : All this, I ſay, meeting together 
ta convince the whole workd of thereah 
ty of this Conſpiracy : I dare now pre 
nounce, that next the having a ſhare 1 
the deteſted Treaſon it felt, the next 
crime is the not believing ie. I mean the 
fecming 
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ſeeming not to believe it. For our Ene- 
mics themſelves cannot but beiteve it. 
# And moſtcertainly, whoever ſhall now 
pretend not to believe that this Plot was 
real , 1t may juſtly be concluded, the 
the ſame men, at the ſaine time, do deſire 
it had taken but too real an effect. But 
I forbear. 
"18 We have heard what incſtimable mer- 
{| cy there was with God for us; firſt by ſo 
miraculouſly giving us, and then 1n an 
equally miraculous courſe of Proyidence, 
{ by continuing to us the _ of this day. 
# But to what purpoſe, think we, was 
| all this mercy with God for us? Only _ 
| that ic might be:thus faintly repeated.and © | 
- j4 imperfectly rejoyced in once a year? 
That cannot be ſuthcient. The great- 
eſt, and moſt durable end of this daycs 
mercy is undoubtedly the ſame, that we 
find in my Text to be the chict intention 
of all Gods mercies: that therefore the di- 


2 vine Majeſty ſhould be the more fear'd 

al Indecdall Gods mercics do cxact from 
ro uSa ſutable return of ſome kind of fear : 
 ;of Yer ſome ,more than others. Thoſe his 
ex mMcrcies , that flow. gently down from 
the Heaven, calmly falling-on all. our heads 
ng F 2 every 
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every day, in blcſſed influences relating to 
this life; or the next, but without any' great 
noiſe, oraſtoniſhing circumſtances: They 
require all our Love, all. our thanks, and 
fome fear too mingled with them : A fear 
of vilifying them by neglect, or: fortcit- 
ing them by abuſe. 

But ſuch mercies, as thefe before us, 
preſervations. of Crown'd heads, and 
Royal Families, devaſtations of Kingdoms 
prevented , mighty Nations freed. from 
Aavery. : theſe come, when they come 
upon us, with a greaterforce, and concul-- 
ſion of thoughts;and tho with a delightful, 
yet, give me leave to fay it, with a- for- 
midable train of terrible delyghts, Theſe 
mercies- therefore ;. as they expect from: 
us our cqual love of God, fo they may 
well demand our greater fear of him+ 
more of our ſubmiſſion to his power , 
and of our reliance on hiswill ; more of: 
our adoration of his unſcarchable coun» 

 {cls;>and of our humble thankfulneſs for 
jus declared goodnels. | 

Thus molt ſolemnly-does this mercy: 
call for - our- fear of God', according to 
all the interpretationsof-the Word :: That 
we fear bit ſo as toreverchice' him for _— 

NC: 


+ of Godonthus day, the forgiveneſs: vn 
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the ſecret degrees of ripening this mercy 


foregoing this day : that we fear him (o- 
as to bleſs him, for all the enſuing happy 


dayes we haye ever ſince injoy'd, as a 
conſequence of this » That we tear him, 
fo as to fland in aw, and ſo as to fin na 


more : That with a carctful diligence, in 


our particular duttes,. with a zealous fear 


of God, withan unwearied vigilance over: 


out ſelycs, witha dutiful watchfulneſs for 
our King too 1n our ſeveral ſtations, we 
dread, and revere God for this, and: 
all his other mercics, Icaſt webe forc'd to 
do ſo for his Judgments : Since the ſame 
God, who has thus beſtowd: on us the 
greateſt of mercics, 1s alſo able to inflict 
Judgments as _ | 

That 1s evidently one part of our duty 
riſing fron the contemplation. of thus: 


| dayes mercy, for this undeniable reafon', 


we ſhould all be induced not to diſubey, 
or diſhonour, but to. fear God. 

[There 15 ſtill bchind another verycon- 
{iderable parc of ir, which reſpects God 
too, tho it ſeems more. immediately to- 
concern the King. Ir .is, that the mon 

od. 
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God putinto the Kings heart, to be wil- 
ting , into his hands to be able to di- 
penſe to all his Subjects; this ſhould lead 
us all to fear, thatis, in Scripture Lan- 
guage, to honcur the King. 

But this Doctrine, which elſe whereis 
the moſt proper ſubjett of this days ſo- 
lemnity, Ithank God, in this Aflembly , 
Inced not ſpend time to inforce. Your 
known, and ſteady Loyalty has fayed me 
that labour. Yet, what it were ſuperfluous 
ro adviſethe Kings friends, 1s, God knows, 
but too ſcaſonable to wiſh his Enenues 
would do. 

Let it therefore be the fervent, chari- 
cable prayer of us, and ofall Loyal minds 
on this day : and true Loyalty is moſt ge- 
nerally accompanied with true Charity : 
That God at laſt would twr» the Kings 
Enemues hearts, and ſo they ſhall be turn'd. 
From what, lefs than Gods mercy can 
we expect fo great a change, ſince all 
the Kings 'mercy. has not  been-able to 
cfte& 1t? But O ! that now 1n this 'our 
day, their day 'too once it was, as pros 
perly as ours,: and 'may be ſo again by 
their/ amendment - O ! that: now they + 
20) | would 


would mind the things, that belong to all 
our Peace. O ! that now they would 
underſtand, that the beſt, and only law- 
fal way to preſerve the Reformed: Reli- 
gion amongſt us, 15s to defend it only 
Its own way, and not by practiſing its 
very Enemics principles. O ! that now 
they wou!d reflect with griet on all their 
freſh contrivances agaiuſt his Majeſtics 
Crown and Dignity : And if for no 0- 
ther, yet for this reafon they would ſeri- 
ouſly repent of them , that the King 
was ſo ready to forgive all their old ot- 
fenſes, without ſo much as ſtaying for 
their repentance. O 7 that now at 
kngth they would begin to fear the 
King for his mercy: Since amidſt all his 
power huherto, they have never had 
any other juſt cauſe imaginable to fear 
him. O / that henceforth they would: 
forbcar , upon any more pretences of 
Reforming the Church and State, to vio- 
late thac Royal goodneſs, which when: 
all was done, was. next under God, on- 
ly able to heaF the breaches, and: com- 
poſe the diſtractions, they had caus'd 
once beforcunder the diſguiſe of ſuch Re- 
formations. God, 
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fare . Sh 


a6 A Sen Cul but 


'' God, of hisinfnite compaſſiondþr 
thar they! maybe converted, and\we:us 
-matediy'Hhat wichoutany other fear; :buto 
-God,* and. the King, we may: ſerve 'Gad: 
all the dayes of our lives ;-chat'we may? 
: long .enjoy the Kings mercics, andchey 


may have no more fuch need of his —_ 
© at Amer. 


